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Wherefore come out from among them, and be 
ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not 


and will be a father unto you, and ye ſball 
be my ſons and daughters, ſaith the 2 | 
Almighty. 
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- mediately before the celebration of. 
the Lord's Supper, from 2 Cor, vi. 


the unclean thing; and I wall receive you, 
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* come out from among them, and be 
ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not 
_ the unclean thing and I will receive vou, 
and will be a father unto you, and ye ſhall 
be my fons and daughters, mY the Lord 
| 1 | 


H. ſacred feaſt before us the Lord 

makes for his own children in the low- 5 
er houſe, and for them only. His children : 
that are above need it not. The children of 
the devil, which all in the ſtate of nature are 
will not get the welcome of the Maſter * 
the feaſt to it, for he has made it only for 
thoſe of bis own family, But there is an- "£6 
other family that bears the greateſt bulk iu 9 
the world, and that is Satan's : and all the a | 


world belongs to one of the two. The apo- 1 
ſtle tells us there can be no coramunion_ or 3 
agreement betwixt theſe two families, verſes 2 
14, 15, 16. But God makes up his family © _. *þ$ 
ofſuch as are brought out of Satan's: the . 
goſpel is ſent into the world to invite ſinners 2 


to deſert their natural father's houſe, promil- — 
og them thereupon a. Sadly; TY info 


4 The divine Call to leave the 
the family of God, both which we have in 
the text; Wherein is, | | 
1. The goſpel call to finners. Aan is 
to come out from among any c. And 
here is, - 

(i.) The ſubſtance of the duty, Comp-out 
from among them. This black ſociety, which 
ye are called to come out of, is that of unbe- 
lievers, unrighteouſneſs, darkneſs, idolaters, 
headed by Belial, the devil. That is, in a 
word, the world lying in wickedneſs; all the 
unconverted world, which the text and con- 
rext repreſent as the devil's f amily, to which 
the family of God is oppoſed. To come out 
from among them, is to come out of your na- 
tural ſtate, to renounce the devil, the world, 
and fin, and to come to Chriſt by faith, And 
that the text aims at no leſs than this, (though 
it is pertinently enough applied to renouncing 
external viſible church-communion with ido- 
laters) I think it is evident from this, that 
adoption into God's family is propoſed and 
promiſed on campliance with this call, verſe 
18. And let men ſeparate as they will, till 
they make this 5 ſeparation, that they can 
"never have. 

(2.) The manner of the duty. (1) Ye 
| nia come away freely, and for altogether: 
Be ye ſeparate. A withdrawing for a time, 
while the relation ſtands between you and 
| them, will not do; there muſt be a total ſe- 
ration, by going to the contrary ſide, and 
Euung up in 9 to _ Be ye Vat 

tate 


call. 


Devif's — enforted "* 
tate. Thus the apoſtle explains, Iſa. Iii. 11. 


whence this is taken, (2.) Ye muſt come a- 
way cleanly and honeſtly, Faking up nothing 


of theirs to carry away with you, as Rachel 
did her father” s images. Touch not the un: 
clean thing. Thus God himſelt pally den a- 


way ; att the Lord... 


2, The goſpel-ofter aud promiſe, on com- 
pliance with the call, 7 will receive you, I 
will take you in, namely, into my houſe and 
family; namely, as children by adoption, 
baving left your natural father the devil. 
Compare ver. 18. which we explained be · 
—̃ 

I obſerve from the words the following 
doctrine, viꝝ⁊. AY | 


DocT. The Fa 3 8 to come 


Jreely and cleanly away out of the Devil's fa- 


mily, promiſing thereupon to take them into bis 
own beth as children of bis _ by adop- 


tion. 


Having at large ET the doctrine of 
the divine adoption from ver. 18. and appli- 
ed it in the way of trial, I have choſen further 
to purſue that deſign-in a way of exhortation, 
in the words of this text. To prepare which 


for application, I ſhall only, 


I. Shew you a w_ thiogs implied | in this x 


II. What this coming out from among 
them is. | 5 | LIES 


1 I 1 


* . 


6 Thi divine Call ts have the 
I. Thhall ew you a few things implied in 


this call. 
1. Singers naturally are of the devil's fami- 


ly, John viii. 44. Ye are in among them, 


elſe there were no need of coming out from 


among them. The family of Satan conſiſts 


of devils, damned ſpirits of men, and all the 
uficonverted world lying in wickedbeſs; in a 
word, of all thoſe that are not of the family 
of God. All thefe are under one head, the 


prince of devils. And accordingly, when time 


is at an end, they ſhall all be honſed under 


ode dreadful roof for ever, Matth- xxv. 41. 


O unconverted finner, thou art a ſon of the 


| houſe of hell (whatever blood runs in thy 


veins), a priſon houſe, a dark houſe, a dread- 
fully-miſerable houſe, Matth. xxin. 15. Ne- 


ver was a child liker a father, than thou art 


ke the devil, He is a fallen creature; ly- 
ing in wickedneſs ; his nature is enmity as 
gainſt God and his holy law ; fo art thou and 


thine, And though chou put a fair face on 


it by a form of godlineſs, that will not make 
thee unlike him, who .can rransform himſelf 
into an angel of light. So thou art among 
. 5 

2. It is poſſible thou may get out from a- 
Wong them. Satan has a great family, one 
part whereof he has in' the lower houſe, m 
hell; theſe are devils and damned ſpirits. If 
once he get you down among them, ye can- 
not get out from among them again, but muſt 
abide among them for ever and ever. 80 1 

cal 


Deni family enforced. 7 


call has nothing ado with that part of the 
Q devil's family; they are paſt hope, But 
; there is another part of it in his upper houſe 
- | ofithis world, who as really belong to his fa- 
„ mily as the other, 1 Cor. iv. 4. with this dif- 
n | ference, that as long as they are there, he is 
1 never quite ſure of them, that as ſons they 
: ſhall abide in his houſe for ever. The elder 
a brother of the family of heaven, the Lord of 
4 his Father's houſe, has his lower houſe in 
G this ſame world, where Satan has his upper 
: one ; and he has his father's commiſſion to 
fill it out of Satan's fawily, thoſe of them in 
his upper houſe. And for this cauſe he ſends 
| out his ambaſſadors, miniſters, to call in the 
| 


vame of the Lord to them as in the text, Came 
out from among them, &c. Target thine own 
people, and thy father's bauſe, Pſal. xlv. 10. 
They moſt be in earneſt with that part of the 
family, and give them no reſt, becauſe there 
is yet hope, Luke xiv. 23. and he has a ſpi- 
rit that can draw them out eſteQually, that 
are fartheſt in the hofe. 3 
3. Ye will not be carried away from a- 
mong them againſt your will. Ye muſt come 
away voluntarily, ſetting down your own feet 
to make your eſcape, Pſalm cx. 3. There is 
a generation that make the doctriue of man's 
impotency too good a pillow for their ſloth: 
they ſay they can do nothing, and they will 
do nothing. But if ye were willing to come 
away, ye would do fomething for that end; - 
ye would ſtretch out the withered hand, ye 
| | wou'd 


98 The divine Call to 10 the 


| would take the help of Chriſt's s grace offered 
unio you, ye would. take no telt till ve were 
ot away. 

4. Ye need not expe to pet the 200d 
will of your father, nor of ihe E 


our noticing of them; for iti is non, they 
will never let you go, as long as they can hin- 
der you. Therefore you muſt be reſolute and 
peremptory over the belly of all oppoſition to 
come away from among them, Matth. xi. 12. 
No ſooner does one begin to ſtir out from as 
mong them, but he will raiſe the hue and cry 
after him. Hell's flatteries and threatenings 
are all plied. to get them back again, and to 
lay afide their purpoſe. "But ye muſt ſtop 
your ears to them all, and look not behind 
Jou, as Lot's wife did, Gen. xix. Ls a... 


Ye muſt come out from among them, 


— 
for good and all. Be ye ſeparate, Come a- 


way wholly, come away for ever, Pſalm xiv, 


10. Come away, with a ſincere purpoſe ne- 
ver to go back among them, Pſalm xxx, 18. 
Leave not your heart behind you. Remem- 
ber Lots wife, who was turned into a pillat 
of ſalt, for the rueful look the gave to what 
ſhe had left in Sodom. They that come 
not away thut, freely ſeparating from them, 
they will not go far away, they will not 
o off the devil's ground; and they will go 
back apain, it the communion were over. 


6. Laſtly, Take up nothing from among 


them 


awily,. to the 
paring. The call is directed to 0 gu, Mop 


| Devil's family enforted. 9 
them, to bring along with you. Touch net 
the unclean thing. There are many who, 


meaning to come out from among them, ſe- 
cure themſclyes in the devil's inare, and ſhut 


the door of the bouſe of heaven op them- 


ſelves, by the preparations they make for the 


Ny: 


1.) They think they will need ſomething 


in God's houſe for their hearts to feed upon. 


They thiak Chriſt's blood will do well enough 
for their conſciences ; but to get ſomething 
to ſtop the mouths of their hungry hearts, 
that muſt have ſomething to feed upon, they 


bring along with them ſome of the proviſion 


of the houſe they come from. (1.) Some of 


the duſt they were wont to eat with the ſer- _ 


pent : ſome luſt or other, which they bave 
ſucked much ſap and ſweetneſs out of, and 
they know bot how to live without it, more 
than Herod without his Herodias, or Judas | 
without the bag, Cc. But remember, if ye 
touch that unclean thing, God will not re- 
ceiye you. Leave it then behind you to the 
devil, from whence it came; itis his proper 
food, Ifa. xv. ult. all the pleaſure he has 
lies in ſuch things. Say ye, I have behaved- 


and quieted myſelf as a child, that is weaned 


of his mother: my ſoul is even as a weaned 
child, Plal. cxxxi. 2. (2.). Some of the huſks 
they were wont to cat with the ſwine, Luke 
xv. 16. the dry, ſapleſs, foiſcnleſs world, 
that Satan uſed to dreſs up to them, as belt 
ſuited their palate, 4 the pleaſares, vanities, 
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The divine call to leave the 


profits, and pomp of it. But touch not that! 
unclean thing, Cant. iv. 8. and drop that un⸗ -- 
clean bulky vanity, and come away. There 
is no need of any ſuch proviſion in our hea- 
venly Father's houſe, that is abundantly pro- 
vided with the Product ol the better "cy 
Ifa. Iv. 2. * 4 
(2.) They think they will wed fomethinng 
on them, ſuitable to the new houſe they are 
coming to, that they come not in among them 
like hand-beggars. And ſo they rake up 
the garb of the houſe they come from, and 
bring it with them, even the filthy unclean 
garments of their own righteouſneſs, 'the' || © 
lothſome rags of the pretended good that is I © 
in them or about them, to commend them I | 
to Chriſt, But O drop the naſty garment, I * 
and touch not that unclean thing, Ifa. lxiv. | 
6. Come away naked and bare, and receive 
the bleſſing in the elder brother's cloaths, or ˖ 
ye cannot have it. Seek nothing to commend | ! 
you to him, but your utter miſery, vileneſs, | 
| 
| 


and want of all things, The more you bring 
with you to commend you to was the more 
ſecurely ye ſhut, his door on yu. 

II. The next head is to bew what this 
coming out from among them is. It is no 
F local motion, but a ſpiritual motion of the 
Ws ſoul; and 1 gire 1% you rie in three 
[- | Beps. Jo 
1 1. A hearty and unfeigned willingneſs to 
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Ne 
re leave hem, and to come out from among 
a- dem. This is the firſt ſtep. And O what 
o. a deal of work is there, ere the ſinner can be 
y, | brought this length! No lefs than the power 
Jof grace is able te bring the ſoul to this, 
g Pal ex. 3. Thy people ſhall be willing in the 
day of thy power. al is a dead gripe the ſin- 
ner 2 bi his Father's houſe, and he will 
ſhift bither and thither ere he let go the gripe. 
It is as death to him to think of parting with 
his dear luſts, that are to him as a right hand 
or eye, hich neither promiſes nor threatuings 
can make him conſent to part with, till grace 
jooſe the heart. Whoſoever then has got 
the length of this, they have made the firſt 
ſtep, which is the moſt difficult one. 
2. An actual renouncing and giving up with 
that houſe, and all that belongs to it. The 
foul being willing to leave it, aQtually gives 
up with it, Job xxxiv. 32. renounces its na- 
tural relation to that ſociety, their work, 
their way; reſolving, come what will come, 
to ſtay no longer there among them, it bids 


> ? 


20 1801 0 


is an eternal farewell to it. Though a Red ſea 4 
10 appear before ſuch perſons; which they know 4 
16 not how they will ger through, they are pe- N 
0 remptory they will not returu to the ſpiritual | 
I Feypt, the houſe of their ſoul's bondage. 4 
o I {his is the ſecond ſtedßp. | 
e 3. Laſtly, A 6 nCere acceptance of Jeſus 4 1 
I Chriſt by faith, in the marriage-covenant . | 


held forth 1 in che goſpel; whereby they take 7 
2 him Th 


4 
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12 The divine Call to leave the 


him for all and inſtead of. all, and pive them- 
ſelyes to him, to be his only, wholly, and 
foreyer, Cant. ii. 16. There is no interpen- 
dent late betwixt the two families, but the 
ſoul liftiog the one foot, as it were, ſets down 
the other. It lets go the hold of its luſts and 
idols, by embracing of Jeſus Chriſt, not on- 
ly for a reſt to the con ſcience, but a reſt to 
the heart; and embracing Chriſt as the one 

ear] of g ceat price, lets go all that it has. 

hus the ſoul is united to Jeſus Chriſt, aud 
is come out from among them, as one that 


is married, is from that moment no; more of 
her father's houſe, but her huſband's.” So 


the ſou], though in the midſt of the world 
lying in wickedneſs, ; is no more of that {ocie- 
ty, but come out from AMP | thedas' Jehn 
xy. 19. 


Now the ſouls thus j Jide to Chriſt, are by 


him introduced to his Father's houſe and pre- | 
ſence, and by bim adepted as his children, 


5 Jacob did the, two on of. Joſeph for 5 
ake. 


I ſhall not . ſtand. to 3 tba dodrine 


ſince it is very plein from the text, and I con · 


firmed the certainty of adoption into God's 

family, to thoſe that comply with the goſpel 
call, the laſt day; but ſhall proceed to the 
application; ; Which 1 make in the Words of 


Wherefore, 0 ſinners, . come forth from a a- 
mong 


Devil gh enforced. 13 


nung t bem; and be ye ſe rarate, &c. It is the 


Lord's call to you this day 0 come away 
freely and cleanly out of the devil's family, 
and the Lord will: take you in. Hearken uns, 
to this, | 

1. Ye 42 have lived all your days at caſe 
jn Satan's family, never knew ye were there, 
and were never troubled how to get out of it. 


Open your eyes, aud know your natural ſtate; 
ſee yourſelves children of the devil, and heirs 
of wrath, at length; and fleep no longer the 
ſleep of death, but look about you; ſee your 
danger. and come out from among them, aud 


be ye ſeparate to-day.” 
2. Ye that have ſometimes had an awake- 


nivg, and ſeeniyourſelyes undone, but have 
fallen .afteep again, and look on that former 


fright as a dream. Know ye that it was moſt 
real,'and-repreſenred your caſe to you as in- 


dee it was, and yet is: and Satap it is, Who, 


to keep you ſtill among them, dcluded you 
to think; hat God's armies advancing againſt 
you, were but the ſhadow of the mountains. 
Wherefore beſtir Jane end come out 


from among them. 


4. Ne apoſtates and bachſlidere, that ſome- 


times ſeemed to make cdoſſderable advances 
in coming out, but now have gone back in 
among them aud fallen afreſh to rhe entet- 


tanment, the work, and manners of. the 
houte, our Lord gives you a new call to 


come 


, 
hl 
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come out from among them, and ſet to che 
way again, Jer. iii. 22. 


. Ye that are halting, and i in a doubt 
what to do, whether to come out from a- 


mong them or no. "Conſcience i 1s preſſing 
you forward, and corruption drawing you 


back. Something tells you, To day if ye wil 


hear his voice, harden not your hearts. Some- 


thing elſe is faying, It is too ſoon, there will 
be time enough after this. Know, this laſt 
is the language ye hear among them that ſeck: 
the ruin of your ſonls. Take no heed to 


what they ſay, bur refolutely come out from 
among then. 


Ve that have been often aiming. at come. 

| ing, but never yet have come away freely 

and cleanly.” Make a fair and cleanly. ſepa-, 
ration now, Touch not the unclean thing, 


Give up with 'your natural father's houſe, 
and have no more to do with any thing that 
belongs to it, Let no beloved luſt be ſpared. 
Leave not a hoof behind you, as being, min- 
ded never to return. 

o. Laſily, All that mind for heaven or the 
favour of God, in time or eternity, come out 
from among them. And be ſtill coming far- 
ther and farther from them, and nearer 
to Jeſus Chriſt. I offer the following mo- 
tives. 

Mot. 1. It is 2 moſt miſerable caſe to be 
among them, the true ſight whereof may 
fright one out of cheir ſociety, Never could 
one that was in a den of lions, or beſet with 
ſerpents 


6 WB — 8 
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erpents, or ĩineloſed with venomous creatures, 
be more deſirous to be from among them, 
than God's ele& to be out of the world lying 
in wickedneſs, out of the devil's family, when 
once the Spirit of the Lord has opened their 
eyes to ſee clearly whete they are, Luke xv. 
17, 1 8. | For, "Wis | - | | 


1. There is not, and never will be, any 


peace with heaven among them. This is the 


apoſtle's argument in the text, ver. 14.— 17. 


Sooner ſhall light and darkneſs agree, than 


the two families of heaven and hell. God 


has declared they are a. ſociety with 
whom he will have war for ever, Iſa. lvii. 


ult. Some of the devil's family may be 


roaring under God's felt enmity againſt them, 
while others have nen : but the 


inneren 2410 
one as well as the ot 


As long as thou art among them, thou art 
An enemy to God, and God is an enemy to 
thee, Rom. viii, 7. Luke xix. 27. Wilt thou 
de able to endure this? No; Come out from 
among them then, and be ye ſeparate, &. 


2. There is not, and never will be any 


thing pure or clean among them. Touch not 
the unclean thing, is, Meddle not with any 


thing that belongs to them. For they and 


all that is theirs, is unclean and lothſome 
in the ſight of God, Tit. i. 15. As long as 


thou art among them, thy whole ſoul in all 


its faculties is utterly defiled, and ſo are all 


| thy 


| ther ſtand. for marks to the 
arrows of God's juſtice, Deut. Xxix. 19, 20. 
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16 7 he divine Call to FED the | 
thy works, even the beſt of them; for theu 


canſt do nothing but fin; canſt do no good at 
all, Pfal, xiv. i. The opening of thy mouth 
to God in prayer or praiſe, is but like the 


opening of an untipe grave; all thy fair pro- 


miſes and engagements to duty, are but a- 


bominable deceit, Rom. iii. 13. The med- 


dling with God's holy things, ſee what it is 
Iſa. Ixvi. 3. He that killeth an ox, is as if be 


ſtæau a man: be that ſacrificeth a lamb, as if 


he cut off a dog's neck : be that offereth an ob. 
lation, as if he offered fwine's blood : he that 
burneth incenſe, as if he bleſſed an idol: yea, 


they have choſen their own ways, and their 
foul delighteth in their abominations. For 2 
child =; the devil can never pleaſe God in 
any thing, till he come out from among them 


and be ſeparate, Heb. xi. 6. 
3. There is nothing but rank poverty a. 
mong them, nor ever will be, Rev. iü. 17. 
The belt raiment among them to cover the 
foul's nakedneſs, is rags, filthy rags. And 
they muſt appear before God as their Judge; 
and that is all they have to hide their ſhame, 
and it will never do. The whole family is 
drowned in debt to the juſtice of God, and 
they bave nothing wherewith to pay. Sin 
is the debt, and it will be exacted: and as 
long as ye are among them, ye cannot have a 
cautioner, for in the whole family there is 
not one that is able to anſwer for it. au 
ere 


- 


: 


remain among them, Acts iii. 19. 
4. There is a cloud bf wrath hangs above 
them continually, and abideth on them, and 
every one that is among them, John iii. lf. 
While ye are among chem, your ſtate is a 
ſtate of wrath, and ye are children of wrath, 
There is never a gleam, of light or favour to- 
wards you, Plalm vii. 11. There is never one 
word of God ſpeaks peace to you. While 
ye dwell among them, ye dwell under mount 
Sinai, that fiery mountain, where the curſes 
of a broken law are flying about your ears. 
eir And though, being aſleep, ye are ſecure, ye 
ra hall no ſooner be awakened, than ye ſhall ſee 
in the fearful lighinings, hear the thunders of 
em Wrath, and the voice of the trumpet, Oc. 
Therefore I would ſay to you, as Deut. i. 6. 
a» Come out from among them ; ye have dwelt teo 
e oe ooo nw 
he 5. Death reigns among them. See where 
ad they fit, Matth. iv. 16. In the region and ſba- 
e; dow of death. The whole ſociety are a par- 


1e, cel of condemned criminals, John iii. 18. that 
is know not how ſoon the ſentence [hall be exe- 
od I cuted upon them; their father the devil 
in ready to be the executioner; they are all in 
as a dying condition, their ſouls have got their 
a death's wounds, and they are pining away 
is in their iniquity, While in the mean time their 
nd eyes are held that they cannot ſee the-preci- 


re || ouſneſs of the Phyſician. Nay, they are dead 
already in a ſpiritual, ſenſe : God the life » 
| C the 
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the bottomleſs p 


the ſoul is departed far Bank them: O why 


will ye ſtay in the congregatiomof the dead? 
Come out from die me. to the Lord of 


e. | 
6. Lally, They. are not to ſtay in this 


upper beak of the world; they will all be 


down in the lower houſe together ere long, 


The devil's upper houſe isa throng houſe now, 


but the day comes that God will ſet it on fire 


the whole family, ſhall go away together into 


about their wi 2 Pet. iii. 10. And then 


and be all under,one roof, 
ſo as not one hall remain behind. - There 


are ſome dropping down to it daily; yet the 
Teſt remain ſecure : but it will not be always 
fo. There was a dreadful cry at Dathan and 
Abiram's down-going, Num. xvi, 34. What 


a cry will there be, when the whole family | 


ſhall go down together, Rev. xx. ult. There- 


fore I would ſay to you, as Num. xvi. 26, 


Come out from among them; depart, I pray you, 
from the tents of theſe wicked men, and touch 


nothing of theirs, leſt Je be conſumed i in all ther 


NS. 
Met. 2, Come out from among them, and 


be ye ſeparate; and the Lord will take you 


into his family, and that in the quality of ſons 


and daughters. Ye have his word expre ſely 


for it in the text: and that has been the lot 


of all that came away before you, John i, 12. 
And chat this may take with you, conſider, 


1. The glorious ſociety ye ſhall be taken 


into, being taken as children into God's fa- 
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nity; by adoption, The apoſile. declres 
this at large, Heb. xii. 22,24. | 


2. I might ſay much to the commendation 
of the Father of the family, He is the moſt 
honourable, loving, helpful, and rich father, 
the wiſeſt father, and he is an immortal fa- 
ther. His children ſhall never be fatherleſs; 


Jet all the world leave them, they ſhall e 


a father to take them up. And e they 
are under minority, they ſhall have the 
beſt: attendants, The elder brother of the 
family is fairer than the ſons of men; and 
he is of our nature, and will own us as of his 
fcſh and of his bones, Eph. v. 20. And the 
moſt loving to his . brethren : he died 
for them when they were yet in the devil's fa- 
mily, And he can do all with bis Father, ha- 
ving the entire management of the houſe of 

heaven, John v. 22. He is a moſt compaſ- 
ſionate and merciful High Prieſt. The Spi- 
rit of the family is a noble Spirit, that will 


Jpirit you for the greateſt atchieyments; a 


holy and ſanctifying Spirit, that will make 
the vileſt heart boly ;-a quickning ſpirit, an 
enlightening Spirit. And all the chileren- 


- partake of this Spirit. 


Le ſhall have glorious privileges here; 
and amongſt the reſt eſtabliſhment and per- 
ſeverance in the family, John viii. 3 5. Come 
once in, and ye ſhall never be caſt out, and 
never get leave to fall out agaig. 

4. Laf/tly, The full poſleſſion of your e- 
ternal inheritance } in beaven, Matth. xxv. 34 
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He will give the kingdom to all his children 


the goſpel t 


ſons and daughters. Your elder brother 


will give you to ſit on his throne, 


Come out from among them then unto Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and ſo be entered into God's fa- 
mily by a Joption. Seemeth it a mall thing to 
you, to be children of the houſe of heaven, 


to have God for your Father, and ye to be 


his ſons and d weten! Believe this offer of 
made to you, O chil- 
dren of 4 houſe of hell, and cloſe with the 


offer of adoption into God's family, and re- 


ceive the ſeal of it in the ſacrament, I be- 
ſeech you to accept it, nay, I charge you to 


come out from among them this day, and en- 
ter into God's family through Jefus Chriſt, 


under the pain of God's eternal diſpleaſure, 
What ails you at it ? The language of the 
hearts of many. will be, 


1. They do not like che laws of the derte 


They think it would be what would take a» 
way their liberty, and pen them up to into- 


lerable bondage. An. No: Satan's ſervice 
is flayery, and the worſt of ſlarery. If ye 
continue it, your chains will ever be on you; 
the chains of your luſts are rattling about 
you now, 2 Tim. ii. 26. and the chains of 


_ wrath will be rattling about you through e- 


ternity, Matth. xxii. 13. Bat thoſe of God's 
family enjoy true liberty, John viii. 36. And 
their liberty ſhall be enlarged after, and be 
very glorious, Rom. viii. 21, 

2, 9 ad not the * of che houſe. 


They 
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They chink it is but the peeviſh ſilly part of 
mankind, the ſcum of the world, that 
trouble themſelves with theſe things. 4»/; 
No; ey are the excellent in the earth, Proy, 


xii, 26. David a king thought them ſo, Pfalm 
xVi. 3. Why do ye deſpiſe them, but be- 
cauſe they are of another ſpirit than the ſpi- 
rit of the deviPs family? Remember, — 
not 9 wiſe men after the fleſh are called, 
Kc. 1 Cor. i. 26, 27, 28, But I aſſure you 
the main quarrel and ground of this is, ye 
like not the Father of the family, and there- 
fore not thoſe that bear his image, 1 John 
v. 1. However, remember that the day 
comes when you ſhall ſay, O that my ſoul 
were in their ſouls ſtead! Let me die the 
death of the righteous, and let my laſt end be 
like his. 

3. Laſily, Tb y do not believe any ſuch 
thing, as that God will make men his ſons 
and daughters. An/. Then ye do not believe 


God's word, in the text, John i. 12. Chriſt's 


death and ſulkerings muſt loſe their end, Gal. 
iv. 4, 5. But ye will be cured of chat, if 
not before, yet at their receiving their inhe- 


ritance as children, Matth. xxv. 34. when 


unbelievers get their doom. 

But there may be ſome that would fain 
believe it, and that with application too, 
that they might come away and partake of 
it. But Satan and their hearts muſter up ob- 
jektions againſt it. 

1. Was it ever heard, that there was an 

adoption 
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adoption where the party adopting. was not 


childleſs? An,. God's ways are fot man's 
ways It is free grace only, and no need, 


that puis the heavenly father to adopt any of 
his creatures. Yet there is a ſuitableneſs in 
it to the divine wiſdom. God's family ſuffer- 


ed a vaſt diminution by the ſpiritual death of 
children, and thus it is made up again. 


2. But how is it conſiſtent with the hop 
nour of the Adopter, to take men as children 
into his family? An.. This is provided for by 
the incarnation of the Son; man's nature is 


thereby nobilitated. The Son of God be- 


came the ſon of man, that ſo the ſons of men 


might become the ſons of God, in a conſiſten- 


cy with God's honour. 

. But 1 am afraid God wil never take 
me into his family. Anf. Wherefore, if ye 
come in by the door, through Jeſus Chriſt ? 


The greatneſs of your former ſins will not 


binder it, Iſa. i. 18. the multitude of them, 


1 John i. 7. your backſlidings neither, Jer. 


ji. 22; though ye have been the worſt of 


ſinners, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. In ye muſt 


be, or periſh, 
But Satan plies me at a terrible rate, 
ſo that I think I will never get away out from 


among them. A/. When the devil appre- 
hends his time ſhort, he has preat wrath, 


When the children of Iſrael were neareſt 


their deliverance, Pharaoh made their bon 


dage hardeſt, Be reſolute like the lepers of 


old. 
5. Laſtly, 
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5. Laſily, But I fear I never be able to 


carry ſuitably to the character of one of the 


heavenly family, Anſ. Take Chriſt for ſanc- 
tifieation : put your heart and life in his hand 
this day, for purifying and managing it, 
Eph. v. 25, 26. Chrift loved the church, and 
gave himſelf for it, that he might ſanctiſy and 
cleanſe it with the waſhing of water, by the 
word, Believe the promites of ſanctification, 
and cleanly through-bearing ; look on them 
as ſealed by the ſacrament, and conſcienti- 
ouſly uſe the means of holineſs. 94 

To fthut up all, I teſtify to every one; that 
they are undone for ever, if they. come not 
out from among them, and be feparate, and 
touch no unclean thing ; and that there is no- 
thing to hinder your entrance into God's ſa- 
mily, if ye be content to come out from a- 
mong them, and to cloſe with Chriſt. He 
will receive you, and introduce you into his 


Father's family, entertain you at his table, 


and at length carry you to the upper houſe, 
whereye ſhall be for ever with the Lord. 
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